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March 19, 2023  3:00 p.m.  St. Rose of Lima Parish, Hastings 

Rededication of the Church/Consecration of New Altar/Fourth Sunday of Lent 

(Neh.8:1-4a; Ps. 19; 1 Pet.2:4-9; Jn.2:13-22) 

Words of Welcome: 

•This gorgeous day is a perfect setting for our Joyful Celebration of the 

Rededication and Consecration of historic and beautiful St. Rose of Lima Parish 

Church. 

•This is a day of great celebration for all the Parishioners of St. Rose Parish who, 

after 20 months, are once more able to worship in your beloved Parish Church---a 

true Homecoming! 

•I congratulate Fr. Stephan Philip, Deacon Jim Mellen and Deacon Gene Haas, and 

your entire Parish Family on this joyful day. 

•I’m also very happy to welcome all the friends and neighbors from other 

parishes and other faith traditions, and all those joining us virtually. 

•A special word of welcome to all our priests (and deacons?) who are here for this 

Mass, especially two of your former pastors Fr. Chuck Fischer and Fr. Richard 

Altine 
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•I am very grateful to all who have been so instrumental in the restoration, 

renovation, and reconstruction of this sacred structure over this past 1 ½ years.  

In a particular way, I acknowledge Mr. Bill Cusack, Parish Restoration Supervisor; 

Jordan Gritters, 360 Fire and Flood Construction Manager; Bud and Jeff LaJoye 

who fashioned the new Altar of Sacrifice, Ambo and Shrines; and in a very special 

way, the Honorable Phil Green, the General Chairperson who has been Fr. 

Stephan Philip’s right hand overseer, beginning on the day of the tragic fire on 

July 13th, 2021, and he has been the moving force ever since.   

•In addition, I’m very grateful to all those, including our Insurance Companies and 

all the generous parishioners and donors who helped to financially contribute to 

this costly renovation. 

•This is truly a day to rejoice, and to give thanks.   And there’s no better way for 

us to do so, than by celebrating the Lord’s Presence among us in Word and 

Sacrament as we begin this Holy Mass. 
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Homily-  

“Today is holy to the Lord your God…for rejoicing in the Lord must be your 

strength.” (First Reading)  

That’s what we heard King Nehemiah and the Priest Ezra proclaim to the 
People of God in this afternoon’s First Reading.  And how appropriate for us to 
hear that same reminder as we’re gathered here in this beautifully reconstructed 
and renovated Church building.  Not only is this day “holy” and we should 
“rejoice” because this is the Fourth Sunday of Lent, which is traditionally also 
called “Laetare Sunday”, that is “Rejoice Sunday”, because we’re getting closer 
and closer to the Glorious celebration of Easter.  Also, not just because today is 
March 19th, which usually would be the Feast of St. Joseph, the Protector of the 
Holy Family of Jesus, (which this year will be celebrated tomorrow because of the 
predominance of the Sunday celebration) but we still ask for his special blessing 
upon all of us here today.  And “we rejoice” not just because tomorrow is the first 
day of Spring, and the end of this year’s long, roller-coaster type of Winter.   

No, today is “holy” to the People of God here at St. Rose of Lima Parish in 
Hastings and we “rejoice” and “give thanks” because you’re able to return to your 
spiritual Home---your beloved and even more beautiful parish church---after 20 
months of being relocated to the School Hall due to the tragic fire on July 13, 
2021. This is not just an historic day, but also a “holy day”, both for God and for 
us; and our ability to offer our praise and thanks to God in this sacred space will 
truly be “our strength”. 

My brother priests, deacons, Deacon Candidate, parishioners of St. Rose of 
Lima Parish, both here and joining us virtually, along with others joining us from 
near and far---all of us, Sisters and Brothers in Christ: It is indeed “good” for us to 
be here, so that we can rededicate this building, to consecrate the new Altar of 
Sacrifice, to re-consecrate the walls of this unique and grand church building, and 
to renew ourselves in Faith. 

It’s ironic that throughout this church’s 175 year-history of Catholic presence 
here in Hastings, this is the 2nd time a fire has been the reason for needing to 
reconstruct and rededicate your parish church.  The first fire in 1909 pretty much 
destroyed the church on Jefferson St., which was then demolished to make room 
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for the building of the new church---this church---which took much longer than 20 
months to be completed.  The unique exterior of this church, made of field stone 
from the Oscar Matthews farm along with field stone brought from the fields of a 
large number of parishioners and neighbors throughout Barry County, as well as 
this beautiful interior, took quite a while to complete.  It wasn’t completed until 
1915, and while I couldn’t find a record of the exact cost for that new 
construction, it cost less than $50,000.   What a difference 100 years makes! 

And so, we truly “rejoice in the Lord” this day for lots of reasons, but most of 
all, because the priests and people of St. Rose of Lima can now resume  coming 
here for Mass, to receive the Sacraments, to be catechized in the Faith, and to 
find your spiritual support and sustenance to strengthen you on your Journey of 
Faith throughout your lives. 

That’s what St. Peter was reminding the people to whom he wrote those 
encouraging words we heard in our Second Reading this afternoon:  “Come to the 
Lord, a living Stone; and….like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.”  That’s who you---we----are.  We need our churches to have 
a place for us to gather; we want them to be unique and special and worthy 
because of what we do here.  But WE are the Church----WE are “living stones” 
united to Jesus, the Cornerstone, of the Church, that is, the Body of Christ.  That’s 
why St. Peter also goes on to remind us what our most important sense of 
identity as baptized into Christ is: “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people of His own, so that we can sing His praises.”   

Our Baptism into Christ---which the Sprinkling Rite at the beginning of our 
Mass reminded us---gives us a share in Christ’s Priestly, Prophetic and Kingly 
identity.  We are a “holy nation”.  And with Jesus, we also are to be priestly, 
prophetic and kingly.  To become truly “holy” is our goal---it’s our Vocation, our 
“calling”, through Baptism.  That doesn’t make us any better than other people 
who are not baptized; but it does make us different---as the Scriptures put it, it 
makes us “set apart”.  There should be a distinctiveness about the way we live our 
lives.  We should be as unique as far as how we act, what we say, the choices that 
we make that differ from those who don’t have Faith, who are not baptized, who 
have no relationship with Christ, as this Church building is unique and distinctive, 
standing in the midst of this community of Hastings.  We are called to be that 
different. 
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Similarly, very shortly, I will anoint this new Altar with Sacred Chrism, where 
the Sacrifice of our Redemption will be celebrated at this Mass, and every Mass to 
come.  The reason why we use Chrism, the most sacred of all the holy Oils, is 
because the Chrism is what identifies us with Jesus Himself, the Son of God---"the 
Christ”, the Anointed One.  The very essence of our Faith as Catholics lies in what 
happens here at the Ambo, and there on the Alar.  Here, God’s Word becomes 
real for us---it teaches us and forms us in our actions.  On the Altar, Jesus makes 
Himself truly and really present for us; He comes to be our spiritual Food and 
Drink in the Holy Eucharist, through the ministry of Jesus’ ordained priests, and 
the ongoing miracle of Transubstantiation, which makes our gifts of bread and 
wine into the Gift of Jesus Himself, given for us. 

In addition, the interior of this rededicated Church will be anointed with 
Sacred Chrism on its 4 walls, the same Sacred Chrism that anointed the foreheads 
of each of you/us who are baptized and confirmed, that anointed the hands of all 
these priests, and anointed the crown of my head and all Bishops’ heads on the 
day of our Ordination.  This building’s walls are anointed because of what we as 
God’s Holy, anointed, and Priestly people do as we gather together here in Faith. 

 That’s what the Preface for today’s Mass is saying when it refers to the beauty 
of the “building” where the Church gathers; it also beautifully reminds us that the 
church building is “the work of our hands, a house of prayer, the image on earth 
of the heavenly City.” 

Today’s Gospel, which we sometimes refer to as “Jesus’ Cleansing of the 
Temple”, also focuses on the importance of the “Temple of God”, and why we 
must treat every House of God with great respect.  When Jesus arrived at the 
Temple in Jerusalem, He found that to be just the opposite.  He became 
emotionally distressed, and did a lot more than “cleanse” it.  As St. John tells us in 
great detail, when Jesus saw what was going on, the mayhem, the disrespectful 
and probably dishonest bartering of animals to be used in Temple worship, and 
the absolute disregard for anything remotely connected with what the Temple 
represented, He made a “whip of cords”, spilled the coins of the money-changers, 
overturned their tables, and drove them all out of the temple area, along with the 
animals and birds. Jesus’ sense of “righteous anger” made Him act out of 
character from the one with which the Gospels usually portrays Him. But when He 
was asked for a “sign” to justify His reasons for doing what He did, He shifted 
from focusing on the Temple Building, to prophesy about the Temple of His Body, 
and His own impending Death and Resurrection, saying: “Destroy this temple and 
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in three days I will raise it up.”  Jesus Himself indicates that when His Disciples, 
that is all of us, come to this Holy/Sacred House to encounter God, we are coming 
into the Presence of Christ Himself. That’s what we do today, and every time we 
come together. 

And it’s important to remember why we come here; it’s not just to make 
ourselves feel better, or to take a break from the craziness of the world in which 
we live, or to hide from the challenges that we all must face.  No we come here to 
encounter God, in His Word, in the Eucharist, and in one another---the members 
of Christ’s Body with whom we are integrally related in God’s Holy Family; so that 
we can be fortified to return to our daily lives and be faithful to our vocation to 
live lives of holiness.  The Gospel told us that His disciples saw Jesus’ actions as 
being filled with “Zeal”.  As Jesus’ disciples, we also need to be filled with the 
same virtuous zeal as Jesus feels in the face of human injustices of our day and 
time, the sinful practices, and the growing alienation from God and God’s ways of 
the world in which we’re living.  But we need to be clear that the Virtue of “zeal” 
is not to fill us with destructive rage, nor to make us  judgmental toward others; 
rather it is to fortify our Faith---to be so filled with God’s Love---so that we will do 
what St. Peter said: to “announce the praises of Him Who called you out of 
darkness into His wonderful Light.”  We are to be witnesses to Jesus,  “living 
stones”, alive with Jesus living within us. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we are the Church.  We are called to live lives 
of holiness, united to Jesus as Priest, Prophet and King.  We are to be “priestly” 
because we are conformed to Christ and His Body in Baptism, as we worship in 
Truth; we are to be “prophetic” in union with Christ as we proclaim the Truth and 
zealously apply the Gospel to the circumstances of our day; and we are to be 
“kingly” as we sacrificially pour ourselves out in loving service to all we meet in 
the example of our King, Jesus Crucified.  That’s how we become truly great in 
Jesus’ definition of “greatness”, finding our Way to Eternal Life. 

On this very historic and joyful day, we bless and rededicate this beautiful 
Church, where we, the Church, come together to give honor and glory to God. 
Through the intercession of St. Rose of Lima, and the motherly protection of our 
Blessed Mother, may we take this occasion to renew our commitment to follow 
Jesus, Who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, “rejoicing in the Lord Who is our 
strength”! 


